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Classroom Policies and Procedures

Snacks- Morning recess is at 10:00a.m. Many children enjoy having a snack at this time and I encourage you to send a healthy one as an energy booster.

Homework- Homework is used primarily to encourage independence, responsibility, and to reinforce skills previously taught in class.  It is the child’s job to complete the work, transport it, and turn it in.  In the beginning of each reading unit, I will give an activity sheet with categories for Language Arts, Math, Table Talk, Outings, and Hobbies/Creativity. Students must choose AT LEAST ONE activity from the top categories (Language Arts, Math, and Table Talk) and can pick one of the activities from either of the categories of Outings and Hobbies/Creativity. Any work projects that correlate with the homework activity chosen must either be brought in or photographed and turned in. There is a reflection sheet on the back of the activity sheet that MUST be completed and returned on the day homework is to be turned in. If you and your child chose to complete the Language Arts or Math worksheets, I will check those weekly so that I can provide feedback to those students. I will be discussing the homework more in depth at Back to School Night.
Birthdays- Topanga Elementary has started a new tradition called “Birthday Book”.  Instead of sending an edible birthday treat, please let your child “treat” his/her class to a Birthday Book for their class library.  The birthday child may bring a book, giftwrapped if you choose, that he/she may give their class.  They will read the book on your child’s birthday and he/she can share why he/she chose that book.  Please note that you are not obligated to do this, but we think the concept of sharing on your birthday (being a giver rather than a receiver) is an important one.  It is amazing how much the students love sharing books in the classroom.  The students feel so proud when they can bring their special book share.
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Positive Discipline- I use two reward systems in the classroom:
Read to Learn Clip Chart (individual – There are 7 levels. Everyone starts the day on “I am ready to learn” The students can get their clips moved up or down by me throughout the day based on behavior, staying on task, following directions, etc. If a student finishes the day on one of the levels below ready to learn, then they will receive a Behavior Alert note home. This will need to be signed by the student and parent and returned the next day. If not signed and returned the next day, then the student will lose 2 minutes of their recess until it is returned with a signature. However, if a student finishes the day on one of the levels above ready to learn, then they will receive tickets. On Fridays, I will randomly pick 5 tickets from the bucket of tickets and those names picked will be able to pick a prize from the prize box. All students start fresh everyday on “I am ready to learn”. 

Super Improver Wall (individual) – This is part of the philosophy of Whole Brain Teaching. There are 10 levels. When a student improves on a reading or math score or in area including behavior, the student will receive a star. After receiving 10 starts they will advance to the next level. When a level is complete they will be able to take their sheet with the stars home along with picking a prize from the prize box. This is strictly a competition against oneself to encourage motivation to improve in all areas.

Teacher vs. Class (whole class) – This is also part of Whole Brain Teaching. There are 5 rules to follow in the class. Your student will be teaching them to you. When the class follows the rules or does something well and in a timely manner they will earn a point (Oh, Yeah!). If the rules are broken the teacher earns a point (Mighty Groan!). The class as a whole is working for something small but special i.e. extra recess time, 5 min dance party, etc. At the end of the day if the class wins with points they will receive an apple on the tree along with minutes towards what their reward will be. However, if the teacher wins, no apple is earned that day and no minutes are banked for Friday Fun. 
Apple Tree (whole class) - I also have a tree that apples can stick to.  When the tree is filled with all the apples the class wins a reward.  They can earn apples for various things i.e. behaving during an assembly, a fire drill, an earthquake drill, a substitute teacher, etc. along with winning teacher vs class.    
Star of the Week - Each week I will randomly select a student to be a Star of the Week.  This gives them an opportunity to share important people and events in their lives.  You may use the poster form provided or you can make one of your own, to mount some photographs onto.  The poster should be sent to class on Monday to be displayed on our special wall.  On Friday of that week they may bring in a special item to share with the class, i.e., a trophy, a favorite toy, something they collect, etc.

Time at home- Please take time at home to work with your child on his/her reading and math skills.  It is important to practice reading with your child to improve his/her fluency.
Expectations of Each Child – The children need to follow the classroom rules that we, as a class, agreed upon.  They are expected to always do their best and complete their work in a timely way.  Incomplete assignments may have to be completed at recess or sent home as part of their homework.
If you have any questions or concerns about your child’s progress at school (academic or social) please feel free to write me a note, email me at mrstobisman@gmail.com, or contact me through the school office (310) 455-3711.  I will make every effort to get back to you the same day.
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School Policies:

Absences - If your child misses a day of school, upon the day of his/her return, please send a note explaining the absence.  A phone call to the office on the day of the absence is also greatly appreciated.

Tardiness – Please bring your child to school on time and be lined up on the blacktop at the first bell at 7:55 a.m. The school day begins at 8:00 a. m. and instruction begins at that time.  Late students must go directly to the office.  Please do not knock on the classroom door!

Medical Appointments – Medical appointments should be made after school hours; however we know that it is not ALWAYS possible.  Please sign your child out in the office and fill out a blue form, the office will call for your child to come down.

Administering Medicine – Medicines can only be administered by our office staff with a note of explicit instructions from your pediatrician.  Medicines include cough drops.

Allergies – If your child is allergic to any foods or medications, please send a note describing the situation
